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Overview
Environmental Legislation Package
New Castle County government has been working on a range of
environmental draft ordinances aimed at protecting critical
resources and enhancing quality of life countywide. Included
are:

GreeNCC is a countywide
program established to
improve the environment
and enhance the quality of
life for county residents.

The initiative intends to:

1. Limiting landfill height

− Enhance water and air
quality;

2. Creating more opportunities for clean energy and
efficiency with Commercial Property Assessed Clean
Energy (PACE) program

− Encourage healthy and
eco-friendly lifestyles;

3. Protecting water quality through the elimination of
septic systems in major subdivisions
4. Preserving and enhancing scenic views along byways
5. Promoting quality private community open space
6. Conserving forest and habitat
7. Enhancing stormwater management through updating
the County Drainage Code for consistency and best
practices

− Conserve and protect
local habitats;
− Promote smart growth;
− Reduce harmful
emissions by promoting
renewables and
improving energy
efficiency.

The following pages summarize each piece of draft legislation
and its anticipated timeline for the public/legislative process.
While each item has a unique progression, all are being
released as part of a comprehensive GreeNCC legislative
package.
More information about each piece of legislation can be found
at: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
Contact us at landuse@newcastlede.gov with comments and
questions.
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87 Reads Way
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

APRIL 30, 2019:
COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

JULY 24, 2019:
PLUS REVIEW

AUGUST 6, 2019:
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

LIMITING LANDFILL
HEIGHT
This legislation has been prompted by the recent permit request to
increase the height of a landfill located over an aquifer that is a
source of public drinking water among suburban neighborhoods in
the northern part of the county.

AUGUST 20, 2019:
PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

AUGUST 27, 2019:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

Although landfills are regulated by the Delaware Department of
Natural Resources & Environmental Control, this legislation seeks
to put in place additional County protections to prevent hazardous
environmental impacts on the community and to protect the
quality of life of the nearby residents and workforce.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

AUGUST 27, 2019:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY
PROGRAM (PACE)
New Castle County will partner with Energize Delaware to become
the first county in Delaware to offer PACE financing for commercial
property owners to invest in energy efficiency and clean energy
projects.
PACE encourages property owners to invest in energy efficiency
and clean energy projects by spreading out the cost of the
improvements over time, enabling low interest rates, and attaching
the debt to the property rather than the property owner.
In fact, many PACE projects are cash flow positive as the savings
from increased energy efficiency or generation of renewable
energy offset the repayment costs.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

AUGUST 27, 2019:
COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

SEPTEMBER 25, 2019:
PLUS REVIEW

PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING

ELIMINATE SEPTIC
SYSTEMS IN MAJOR
SUBDIVISIONS

PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

WINTER ’20:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

Proliferation of private septic systems and community packaged
waste treatment plants pose a threat to our waterways and
drinking water quality. Improper maintenance and failure of these
systems also leads to costly retrofits.
This ordinance would limit new development in major subdivisions
on septic and would help direct residential development to growth
areas having existing infrastructure.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

MID-SEPT. 2019:
PUBLIC COMMENT ON
ENHANCED FACTSHEET
SEPTEMBER 13, 2019:
PUBLIC WORKSHOP

OCTOBER 2019:
COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

PRESERVING SCENIC VIEWS
ALONG BYWAYS
Presently within New Castle County there are four formally
designated byways. Many of the significant historic, cultural,
natural, recreational, and scenic resources featured along these
byways are centuries old and irreplaceable.
This draft legislation aims to protect and enhance the byway
resources and their contribution to our community by focusing on
visual quality of byway landscapes through a Scenic Viewshed
Protection Overlay District. The focus of the current effort is to
provide a level of County regulatory protection to Scenic Byways in
the Brandywine and Red Clay Valleys, as well as the portion of the
Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway north of the City of
Wilmington.

PLUS REVIEW
PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

SPRING 2020:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

This draft legislation has been developed collaboratively with a
wide range of stakeholders beginning in mid-2018.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

OCTOBER 2019:
PUBLIC WORKSHOP

WINTER ‘19/SPRING ‘20:

COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

PLUS REVIEW

QUALITY PRIVATE
OPEN SPACE
This draft legislation aims to achieve higher quality private open
space - both in terms of its value to neighbors and environmental
value. It defines a phased process for turning over private
community open space with steps to help ensure successful
establishment, transition to the community, and long-term
maintenance.

PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

SPRING 2020:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

The ordinance will also allow flexibility to adapt open space
landscaping and other amenities as the needs of the community
change over time. This issue has been part of an ad hoc workgroup,
including members of New Castle County Council and Delaware
State Senator Stephanie Hansen.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

OCTOBER 2019:
PUBLIC WORKSHOP

WINTER ‘19/SPRING ‘20:

COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

FOREST
CONSERVATION
Forests and trees provide a wide range of benefits to our
communities, including: protecting water quality, mitigating
flooding by reducing stormwater runoff, storing carbon; and
providing wildlife habitat.
The focus of these proposed amendments is on forest protection,
resource preservation and enhancement – with an emphasis on the
protection of forested areas that contain the highest habitat value
– and conservation design. This draft legislation includes
requirements for afforestation (planting of new trees/forest) and
updated methods of defining areas for protection and
enhancement.

PLUS REVIEW

PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

SPRING 2020:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

The Department of Land Use has worked with DNREC and other
stakeholders to strengthen protections of valuable forests, trees,
and habitat in the development process.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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ANTICIPATED TIMELINE

OCTOBER 2019:
PUBLIC WORKSHOP

WINTER ‘19/SPRING ‘20:

COUNTY COUNCIL
INTRODUCTION

UPDATING THE
DRAINAGE CODE
Ensuring effective stormwater management is a critical component
of the health, safety, and welfare in our communities.
Proposed legislation will update the New Castle County Code
concerning stormwater conveyance to provide consistency with:
1) Green Technology Best Management Practices
2) Delaware Sediment and Stormwater Regulations
concerning stormwater quantity
3) The County's NPDES MS4 Permit concerning stormwater
quality

PLUS REVIEW

PLANNING BOARD
PUBLIC HEARING
PLANNING BOARD
BUSINESS MEETING

SPRING 2020:
COUNTY COUNCIL
HEARING AND ACTION

In addition to improving water quality, these proposed
amendments are intended help extend the life of infrastructure and
result in long-term cost savings.
To learn more visit: www.newcastlede.gov/174/Land-Use
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